
 

     
 

Suggested books from the 

Penguin Random House catalogue 

 
This booklet contains summaries of 24 titles 

recommended by one of Prison Reading 

Groups’ most experienced volunteers. 

 

Please choose one first choice and one 

second choice from this booklet, or from 

the wider Penguin Random House 

catalogue (which includes imprints such 

as Penguin Classics, Vintage and 

Windmill). 

 

Choices should be sent to 

prg@roehampton.ac.uk by 

Friday 22nd September. 
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Naomi Alderman, The Power 

 

Power is everywhere, it is under our feet, it circles around the cities 

and towns we have made our homes. We gather it and order it 

and make it flow from the centre outwards in a network like veins, 

pulsing with an electric heartbeat that keeps things functioning 

just as they always have. Yet power transfers and the time is 

coming for it to change hands. What if the power to hurt were in 

women's hands? 

 

‘The Power is a fascinating look at what the world might be like if 

millennia of sexism went the other way...as a whole the narrative 

feels ingenious...deserves to be read by every woman (and, for 

that matter, every man)’ – The Times 

 

       
 

 

John Buchan, The Thirty-Nine Steps 

 

Richard Hannay has just returned to England after years in South 

Africa and is thoroughly bored with his life in London. But then a 

murder is committed in his flat, just days after a chance encounter 

with an American who had told him about an assassination plot 

which could have dire international consequences. An obvious 

suspect for the police and an easy target for the killers, Hannay 

goes on the run in his native Scotland where he will need all his 

courage and ingenuity to stay one step ahead of his pursuers.



 

 

Helen Callaghan, Dear Amy 

 

Would you risk your life to save a stranger? A local schoolgirl has 

been missing for weeks when Margot Lewis, agony aunt of the 

'Dear Amy' advice column, receives a letter. Margot becomes 

consumed by finding the sender. Solving the puzzle could save 

someone's life - but could it also cost Margot her own? 

 

     
 

 

Raymond Carver, What We Talk About When We Talk About Love 

 

This powerful collection of stories, set in the mid-West among the 

lonely men and women who drink, fish and play cards to ease the 

passing of time, was the first by Raymond Carver to be published 

in the UK. With its spare, colloquial narration and razor-sharp sense 

of how people really communicate, the collection was to 

become one of the most influential literary works of the 1980s.



 

 

Raymond Chandler, Farewell My Lovely 

 

Farewell, My Lovely is a classic novel by Raymond Chandler, the 

master of hard-boiled crime. Eight years ago Moose Malloy and 

cute little redhead Velma were getting married - until someone 

framed Malloy for armed robbery. Now his stretch is up and he 

wants Velma back. PI Philip Marlow meets Malloy one hot day in 

Hollywood and, out of the generosity of his jaded heart, agrees to 

help him… 

 

       
 

Lissa Evans, Their Finest 

 

In a small advertising agency in Soho, Catrin Cole writes snappy 

lines for Vida Elastic and So-Bee-Fee gravy browning. But the 

nation is in peril, all skills are transferable and there's a place in the 

war effort for those who have a knack with words. Catrin is 

conscripted into the world of propaganda films. After a short spell 

promoting the joy of swedes for the Ministry of Food, she finds 

herself writing dialogue for 'Just an Ordinary Wednesday', a heart-

warming but largely fabricated 'true story' about rescue and 

romance on the beaches of Dunkirk. And as bombs start to fall on 

London, she discovers that there's just as much drama, comedy 

and passion behind the scenes as there is in front of the camera... 



 

Jonathan Safran Foer, Here I Am 

 

Jacob and Julia Bloch are about to be tested . . . by Jacob's 

grandfather, who won't go quietly into a retirement home. By the 

family reunion, that everyone is dreading. By their son's heroic 

attempts to get expelled. And by the sexting affair that will rock 

their marriage. A typical modern American family, the Blochs cling 

together even as they are torn apart. Which is when catastrophe 

decides to strike . . . 

 

      
 

 

Lauren Groff, Fates and Furies 
 

Written in the third person, which makes it feel solidly believable, it 

is a work of two parts: Fates is handsome, charismatic Lotto’s story, 

in which he tells of the electric beginning and building of his 24-

year marriage to Mathilde; Furies is his wife’s version, which 

cleverly undercuts Lotto’s knowledge and memory of events, and 

shows her orchestration and manipulation of their life together – as 

well as how she has maintained her secrets within it. Barack 

Obama proclaimed Fates and Furies the best novel he read in 

2015, Amazon declared it its book of the year, and it featured on 

more best-of end-of-year lists than any other title published that 

same year.        



 

Graham Greene, The End of the Affair 

 

The love affair between Maurice Bendrix and Sarah, flourishing in 

the turbulent times of the London Blitz, ends when she suddenly 

and without explanation breaks it off. After a chance meeting 

rekindles his love and jealousy two years later, Bendrix hires a 

private detective to follow Sarah, and slowly his love for her turns 

into an obsession. 

 

       
 

 

David Grossman, A Horse Walks into a Bar 

 

Winner of the Man Booker International Prize 

A Guardian and New Statesman Book of the Year 

 

The setting is a comedy club in a small Israeli town. An audience 

that has come expecting an evening of amusement instead sees 

a comedian falling apart on stage; an act of disintegration, a 

man crumbling, as a matter of choice, before their eyes. 

 

They could get up and leave, or boo and whistle and drive him 

from the stage, if they were not so drawn to glimpse his personal 

hell. Dovaleh G, a veteran stand-up comic - charming, erratic, 

repellent - exposes a wound he has been living with for years: a 

fateful and gruesome choice he had to make between the two 

people who were dearest to him. 

https://www.waterstones.com/category/cultural-highlights/book-awards/the-man-booker-international-prize


 

Ernest Hemingway, For Whom the Bell Tolls 

 

High in the pine forests of the Spanish Sierra, a guerrilla band 

prepares to blow up a vital bridge. Robert Jordan, a young 

American volunteer, has been sent to handle the dyamiting. 

There, in the mountains, he finds the dangers and the intense 

comradeship of war. And there he discovers Maria, a young 

woman who has escaped from Franco's rebels. Like many of his 

novels adapted into a major Hollywood film, For Whom the bell 

Tolls is one of the greatest novels of the twentieth century by one 

of the greatest American writers. 

 

      
 

 

Laird Hunt, Neverhome 

 

I was strong and he was not so it was me went to war to defend 

the Republic. I stepped across the border out of Indiana into Ohio. 

Twenty dollars, two salt-pork sandwiches, and I took jerky, biscuits, 

six old apples, fresh underthings and a blanket too. There was a 

conflagration to come; I wanted to lend it my spark. Meet Gallant 

Ash: hero, folk legend and master of war. Ash is a leader of men 

and a brutal and fearless soldier. Will look you dead in the eye 

and kill for no reason. But Ash has a secret. Gallant Ash is a 

woman. This is her story. 



 

Gregg Hurwitz, Orphan X 

 

'Do you need my help?' It was the first question he asked. They 

called him when they had nowhere else to turn. As a boy Evan 

Smoak was taken from an orphanage. Raised and trained in a top 

secret programme, he was sent to bad places to do things the 

government denied ever happened. Then he broke with the 

programme, using what he'd learned to vanish. Now he helps the 

desperate and deserving. But someone's on his trail. Someone 

who knows his past and believes that the boy once known as 

Orphan X must die . . . 

 

     
 

 

Emma-Jane Kirby, The Optician of Lampedusa 

 

From an award-winning BBC journalist, this moving book turns the 

testimony of an accidental hero into a timeless story about human 

fellowship and the awakening of courage and conscience. 

Emma-Jane Kirby has reported extensively on the reality of mass 

migration today. In The Optician of Lampedusa, she brings to life 

the moving testimony of an ordinary man whose late summer 

boat trip off a Sicilian island unexpectedly turns into a tragic 

rescue mission. 



 

Ian Macewan, Sweet Tooth 

 

The year is 1972, the Cold War is far from over and Serena Frome, 

in her final year at Cambridge, is being groomed for MI5. Sent on 

Operation Sweet Tooth - a highly secret undercover mission - she 

meets Tom Haley, a promising young writer. First she loves his 

stories, then she begins to love the man. Can she maintain the 

fiction of her undercover life? And who is inventing whom? To 

answer these questions, Serena must abandon the first rule of 

espionage - trust no one. 

 

     
 

Chris Packham, Fingers in the Sparkle Jar 

 

An introverted, unusual young boy, isolated by his obsessions and 

a loner at school, Chris Packham only felt at ease in the fields and 

woods around his suburban home. But when he stole a young 

Kestrel from its nest, he was about to embark on a friendship that 

would teach him what it meant to love, and that would change 

him forever. In his rich, lyrical and emotionally exposing memoir, 

Chris brings to life his childhood in the 70s, from his bedroom 

bursting with fox skulls, birds' eggs and sweaty jam jars, to his feral 

adventures. But pervading his story is the search for freedom, 

meaning and acceptance in a world that didn't understand him. 

Beautifully wrought, this coming-of-age memoir will be unlike any 

you've ever read. 



 

Nikesh Shukla, The Good Immigrant 

 

Inspired by discussion around why society appears to deem 

people of colour as bad immigrants - job stealers, benefit 

scroungers, undeserving refugees - until, by winning Olympic races 

or baking good cakes, or being conscientious doctors, they cross 

over and become good immigrants, editor Nikesh Shukla has 

compiled a collection of essays that are poignant, challenging, 

angry, humorous, heartbreaking, polemic, weary and - most 

importantly - real. 

 

     
 

Neville Shute, On the Beach 

 

After the war is over, a radioactive cloud begins to sweep 

southwards on the winds, gradually poisoning everything in its 

path. An American submarine captain is among the survivors left 

sheltering in Australia, preparing with the locals for the inevitable. 

Despite his memories of his wife, he becomes close to a young 

woman struggling to accept the harsh realities of their situation. 

Then a faint Morse code signal is picked up, transmitting from the 

United States and the submarine must set sail through the bleak 

ocean to search for signs of life. 



 

Zadie Smith, Swing Time 

 
Longlisted for the Man Booker Prize 2017 

 

 
 

On an unremarkable Saturday in 1982, two girls meet. Two brown 

girls who both dream of being dancers - but only one, Tracey, has 

talent; a talent so undeniable she is taught to rely on it as a 

promise, as a way out. The other is taught she has ideas: about 

rhythm and time, about black bodies and black music, what 

constitutes a tribe, or makes a person truly free. She is taught her 

future is her own to decide. Theirs is a close but complicated 

childhood friendship that halts abruptly in their early twenties as 

their two paths diverge and their lives dance out of each other's 

view, but never out of their shadow. 

 

Dazzlingly energetic and deeply human, Swing Time is a story 

about friendship and music and stubborn roots, about how we are 

shaped by these things and how we can survive them. Moving 

from north-west London to West Africa, it is a story about the turn 

and dip and sway of lives in endless, perpetual motion; an 

exuberant dance to the music of time.



 

 

Robert Louis Stevenson, Treasure Island 

 

Following the demise of bloodthirsty buccaneer Captain Flint, 

young Jim Hawkins finds himself with the key to a fortune. For he 

has discovered a map that will lead him to the fabled Treasure 

Island. But a host of villains, wild beasts and deadly savages stand 

between him and the stash of gold. Not to mention the most 

infamous pirate ever to sail the high seas . . . 

 

   
 

Anne Tyler, Vinegar Girl 

 

When Dr Battista cooks up an outrageous plan that will enable 

Pyotr to stay in the country, he's relying - as usual - on Kate to help 

him. Will Kate be able to resist the two men's touchingly ludicrous 

campaign to win her round? Anne Tyler's brilliant retelling of The 

Taming of the Shrew asks whether a thoroughly modern woman 

like Kate would ever sacrifice herself for a man. The answer is as 

surprising as Kate herself.



 

Chika Unigwe, On Black Sisters’ Street 

 

Four very different women have made their way from Africa to 

Brussels. They have come to claim for themselves the riches they 

believe Europe promises but when Sisi, the most enigmatic of the 

women, is murdered, their already fragile world is shattered. 

Drawn together by tragedy, the remaining three women - Joyce, 

a great beauty whose life has been destroyed by war; Ama, 

whose dark moods manifest a past injustice; Efe, whose efforts to 

earn her keep are motivated by a particular zeal - slowly begin to 

share their stories. They are stories of terror, of displacement, of 

love, and of a sinister man called Dele. 

 

     
 

H G Wells, The Invisible Man 

 

The stranger arrives early in February, one wintry day, through a 

biting wind and a driving snow. He is wrapped up from head to 

foot, and the brim of his hat hides every inch of his face. Rude and 

rough, the stranger works with strange apparatus locked in his 

room all day and walks along lonely lanes at night, his bandaged 

face inspiring fear in children and dogs. Is he the mutilated victim 

of an accident? A criminal on the run? An eccentric genius? But 

no-one in the village comes close to guessing who has come 

amongst them, or what those bandages hide. 



 

 

Janis Winehouse, Loving Amy 

 

Arguably the most gifted artist of her generation, Amy Winehouse 

died tragically young, aged just 27. With a worldwide fanbase 

and millions of record sales to her name, she should have had the 

world at her feet. Instead, in the years prior to her passing, she 

battled with addictions and was often the subject of lurid tabloid 

headlines. But who was the real Amy? Amy's mother, Janis, knew 

her in a way that no-one else did. In this warm, poignant and, at 

times, heartbreaking memoir, she reveals the full story of the 

daughter she loved. As the world watched the rise of a superstar, 

then the freefall of an addict to her untimely death, Janis simply 

saw her Amy, the girl she'd given birth to in 1983; the girl she'd 

raised and stood by despite her unruly behaviour; the girl whose 

body she was forced to identify two days after her death - and 

the girl she's grieved for every day since. Packed with exclusive 

material that has never been seen before, such as extracts from 

Amy's teenage diaries, photos and notes, Loving Amy offers a new 

and intimate perspective on the life and death of the 

phenomenon that is Amy Winehouse. 
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