
 

 

 

 
 

Suggested books from the 

Penguin Random House catalogue 
 
 

This booklet contains summaries of 24 titles 
recommended by one of Prison Reading 

Groups’ most experienced volunteers. 
 
 

Please choose one first choice and one 
second choice from this booklet, or from 

the wider Penguin Random House 
catalogue (which includes imprints such 

as Penguin Classics, Vintage and 
Windmill). 

 
 
 
 

Choices should be sent to 
admin@prg.org.uk by 9 November 2018.  

 
 

 



The Bear and the Nightingale 
Katherine Arden 
 

 Beware the evil in the woods. . . 

In a village at the edge of the wilderness of northern 
Russia, where the winds blow cold and the snow falls 
many months of the year, an elderly servant tells 
stories of sorcery, folklore and the Winter King to the 
children of the family, tales of old magic frowned 
upon by the church. 

But for the young, wild Vasya these are far more than 
just stories. She alone can see the house spirits that 
guard her home, and sense the growing forces of 
dark magic in the woods. . . 

Atmospheric and enchanting, with an engrossing 
adventure at its core, The Bear and the Nightingale is 
perfect for readers of Erin Morgenstern's The Night 
Circus, and Philip Pullman's His Dark Materials. 

Imprint: Del Rey 
Published: 05/10/2017 

ISBN: 9781785031052 
 

Snap 
Belinda Bauer 
 
THE SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLER, longlisted for the Man 
Booker Prize for Fiction 2018.  

On a stifling summer's day, eleven-year-old Jack and 
his two sisters sit in their broken-down car, waiting for 
their mother to come back and rescue them. Jack's 
in charge, she'd said. I won't be long. 

But she doesn't come back. She never comes back. 
And life as the children know it is changed for ever. 

Three years later, Jack is still in charge - of his sisters, of 
supporting them all, of making sure nobody knows 
they're alone in the house, and - quite suddenly - of 
finding out the truth about what happened to his 
mother. . . 

'The best crime novel I've read in a very long time.' 
Val McDermid 

Imprint: Black Swan 
Published: 23/08/2018 

ISBN: 9781784160852 



Touched 
Joanna Briscoe 
 
A chilling, deeply creepy Hammer novella by Joanna 
Briscoe, author of the acclaimed, bestselling 
novel, Sleep With Me. 

Rowena Crale and her family have moved from 
London. 

They now live in a small English village in a cottage 
which seems to be resisting all attempts at renovation. 
Walls ooze damp, stains come through layers of 
wallpaper, celings sag. 

And strange noises - voices - emanate from empty 
rooms. 

As Rowena struggles with the upheaval of builders 
while trying to be a dutiful wife and a good mother to 
her young children, her life starts to disintegrate. 

And then, one by one, her daughters go missing... 
Imprint: Hammer 

Published: 26/03/2015 
ISBN: 9780099590835 

 

A Walk in the Woods  
Bill Bryson 
 
In the company of his friend Stephen Katz (last seen 
in the bestselling Neither Here nor There), Bill Bryson 
set off to hike the Appalachian Trail, the longest 
continuous footpath in the world. Ahead lay almost 
2,200 miles of remote mountain wilderness filled with 
bears, moose, bobcats, rattlesnakes, poisonous 
plants, disease-bearing tics, the occasional 
chuckling murderer and - perhaps most alarming of 
all - people whose favourite pastime is discussing 
the relative merits of the external-frame backpack. 

Facing savage weather, merciless insects, unreliable 
maps and a fickle companion whose profoundest 
wish was to go to a motel and watch The X-Files, 
Bryson gamely struggled through the wilderness to 
achieve a lifetime's ambition - not to die outdoors. 
 

Imprint: Black Swan 
Published: 13/08/2015 
ISBN: 9781784161446 



Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland 
Lewis Carroll 
 
When Alice follows the White Rabbit down the rabbit 
hole, little does she know that she is traveling to a 
world of magic where common-sense is turned 
upside-down.  
 
Displaying Lewis Carroll's gift for sparkling wordplay, 
puzzles, and riddles, Alice's Adventures in Wonderland 
and Through the Looking-Glass offer magical 
adventure, pointed satire of Victorian England, and 
playful explorations of sophisticated logic. Yet amid 
Carroll's antic humor and joyful creation, poignant 
moments of nostalgia for fleeting childhood give the 
stories extraordinary emotional depth.  
 
Original, experimental, and unparalleled for pure 
delight, the adventures of Alice in Wonderland are 
tales to be read and shared across generations. 

Imprint: Penguin Classics 
Published: 03/09/2015 

ISBN: 9780143107620 
 
No Middle Name  
Lee Child 
 
This is the first time all Lee Child's shorter fiction 
featuring Jack Reacher has been collected into one 
volume. 

Jack 'No Middle Name' Reacher, lone wolf, knight 
errant, ex-military cop, lover of women, scourge of 
the wicked and righter of wrongs, is the most iconic 
hero for our age. 

Read together, these twelve stories shed new light on 
Reacher’s past, illuminating how he grew up and 
developed into the wandering avenger who has 
captured the imagination of millions around the 
world. 

"Including a new novella, the clever, twisty tales 
reveal that even 13-year-old Reacher was a force to 
be reckoned with." Sunday Mirror 

Imprint: Bantam 
Published: 11/01/2018 

ISBN: 9780857503770 



The Greatcoat 
Helen Dunmore 
 
In the winter of 1952, Isabel Carey moves to the East 
Riding of Yorkshire with her husband Philip, a GP. With 
Philip spending long hours on call, Isabel finds herself 
isolated and lonely as she strives to adjust to the 
realities of married life. 

Woken by intense cold one night, she discovers an old 
RAF greatcoat hidden in the back of a cupboard. 
Sleeping under it for warmth, she starts to dream. And 
not long afterwards, while her husband is out, she is 
startled by a knock at her window. 

Outside is a young RAF pilot, waiting to come in. 

His name is Alec, and his powerful presence both 
disturbs and excites her. Her initial alarm soon fades, 
and they begin an intense affair. But nothing has 
prepared her for the truth about Alec's life, nor the 
impact it will have on hers ... 

Imprint: Hammer 
Published: 30/08/2012 

ISBN: 9780099564942 
Their Finest 
Lissa Evans 
 
Now a major film starring Gemma Arterton, Sam 
Claflin and Bill Nighy. 

It's 1940. In a small advertising agency in Soho, Catrin 
Cole writes snappy lines for Vida Elastic and So-Bee-
Fee gravy browning. But the nation is in peril, all skills 
are transferable and there's a place in the war effort 
for those who have a knack with words. 

Catrin is conscripted into the world of propaganda 
films. After a short spell promoting the joy of swedes 
for the Ministry of Food, she finds herself writing 
dialogue for 'Just an Ordinary Wednesday', a heart-
warming but largely fabricated 'true story' about 
rescue and romance on the beaches of Dunkirk. And 
as bombs start to fall on London, she discovers that 
there's just as much drama, comedy and passion 
behind the scenes as there is in front of the camera . . . 

Imprint: Black Swan 
Published: 06/04/2017 

ISBN: 9781784162610 



The Butchering Art 
Lindsey Fitzharris 
 
DAILY MAIL, GUARDIAN AND OBSERVER BOOKS OF THE YEAR 2017 
Winner of the 2018 PEN/E.O. Wilson Prize for Literary Science Writing 
 
The story of a visionary British surgeon whose quest 
to unite science and medicine delivered us into 
the modern world - the safest time to be alive in 
human history. 
 
In The Butchering Art, historian Lindsey Fitzharris 
recreates a critical turning point in the history of 
medicine, when Joseph Lister transformed surgery 
from a brutal, harrowing practice to the safe, 
vaunted profession we know today. 
 
With a novelist's eye for detail, Fitzharris brilliantly 
conjures up the grisly world of Victorian surgery, 
revealing how one of Britain's greatest medical 
minds finally brought centuries of savagery, 
sawing and gangrene to an end. 

Imprint: Penguin 
Published: 04/10/2018 

ISBN: 9780141983387 
A Room with a View 
E M Forster 
 
'You love the boy body and soul, plainly, directly, 
as he loves you . . .' 
 
Lucy has her rigid, middle-class life mapped out for 
her until she visits Florence with her uptight cousin 
Charlotte, and finds her neatly ordered existence 
thrown off balance. 
Her eyes are opened by the unconventional 
characters she meets at the Pension Pertolini: 
flamboyant romantic novelist Eleanor Lavish, the 
Cockney Signora, curious Mr Emerson and, most of 
all, his passionate son George. 
Lucy finds herself torn between the intensity of life 
in Italy and the repressed morals of Victorian 
England, personified in her terminally dull fiancé 
Cecil Vyse. Will she ever learn to follow her own 
heart? 

Imprint: Penguin 
Published: 07/04/2011 

ISBN: 9780241951484  



Uncommon Type 
Tom Hanks 
 
A collection of seventeen wonderful short stories by two-time Oscar winner Tom 
Hanks. 
 
A hectic, funny sexual affair between two best 
friends. A World War II veteran dealing with his 
emotional and physical scars. A second-rate actor 
plunged into sudden stardom and a whirlwind press 
junket. A small-town newspaper columnist with old-
fashioned views of the modern world. A woman 
adjusting to life in a new neighborhood after her 
divorce. Four friends going to the moon and back in 
a rocket ship constructed in the backyard. A 
teenage surfer stumbling into his father’s secret life. 
 
These are just some of the people and situations 
that Tom Hanks explores in his first work of fiction. 
The stories are linked by one thing: in each of them, 
a typewriter plays a part, sometimes minor, 
sometimes central. To many, typewriters represent a 
level of craftsmanship, beauty and individuality that 
is harder and harder to find in the modern world.  

Imprint: Arrow 
Published: 04/10/2018 
ISBN: 9781784759438 

Darien: Empire of Salt 
C.F. Iggulden 
 
The city of Darien lies at the heart of a dying empire. 
 
Twelve families spoil for a throne soon to be made 
vacant - by murder or civil war. Into this fevered, 
hungry city come six strangers: 
 
An orphan and an old swordsman. 
A hunter and a pitiless killer. 
A young thief and a cynical chancer. 
As the sun sinks the city will know no slumber. For long 
dormant passions have awoken. Fortunes will be won 
and lost. Lives will be staked and claimed. 
 
And a story long waiting to be told will catch fire in 
the telling. 

Imprint: Michael Joseph 
Published: 12/07/2018 

ISBN: 9780718186470 



You Will Not Have My Hate 
Antoine Leiris 
 
'A beacon of hope in a dark world'  
 Cathy Rentzenbrink, The Pool 

One night in November 2015, when Antoine Leiris was 
at home looking after his baby son, his wife Hélène 
was killed, along with 88 other people, at the 
Bataclan Theatre in Paris. Three days later, Antoine 
wrote an open letter to his wife’s killers on Facebook. 
He refused to be cowed or to let his baby son’s life be 
defined by their acts. ‘For as long as he lives, this little 
boy will insult you with his happiness and freedom,’ he 
wrote. Instantly, that short post caught fire and was 
shared thousands of times around the world.  

An extraordinary and heartbreaking memoir, You Will 
Not Have My Hate is a universal message of hope 
and resilience in our troubled times. 
 

Imprint: Vintage 
Published: 26/10/2017 

ISBN: 9781784705282 
 
 
 
The Call of the Wild 
Jack London 
 
 'The facts of life took on a fiercer aspect and, while 
he faced that aspect uncowed, he faced it with all 
the latent cunning of his nature aroused.' 
 
The biting cold and the aching silence of the far 
North become an unforgettable backdrop for Jack 
London's vivid, rousing, superbly realistic wilderness 
adventure stories featuring the author's unique 
knowledge of the Yukon and the behaviour of 
humans and animals facing nature at its cruellest. 

The Penguin English Library - collectable general 
readers' editions of the best fiction in English, from 
the eighteenth century to the end of the Second 
World War. 
 

Imprint: Vintage Children's Classics 
Published: 06/06/2013 

ISBN: 9780099582625 



 
You Don’t Know Me 
Imran Mahmood 
 
At the end of the day, only one question matters: did 
he do it? 
 
A young man stands accused of murder. The evidence 
is overwhelming. 
 
But at his trial, this man tells an extraordinary story. 
 
It is about the woman he loves, who got into terrible 
trouble. It's about how he risked everything to save her. 
 
He swears he's innocent. But in the end, all that matters 
is this: do you believe him? 
 
'A daring concept executed to perfection' LEE CHILD 

 
Imprint: Penguin 

Published: 19/04/2018 
ISBN: 9781405927376 

 
 
 
The Children Act 
Ian McEwan 
 
Fiona Maye, a leading High Court judge, renowned for 
her fierce intelligence and sensitivity is called on to try 
an urgent case. For religious reasons, a seventeen-year-
old boy is refusing the medical treatment that could 
save his life. Time is running out. 
 
She visits the boy in hospital – an encounter which stirs 
long-buried feelings in her and powerful new emotions 
in the boy. But it is Fiona who must ultimately decide 
whether he lives or dies and her judgement will have 
momentous consequences for them both. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Red Parts 
Maggie Nelson 
 
Selected as a Book of the Year 2017 in the Guardian 
 
In 1969, Jane Mixer, a first-year law student at the 
University of Michigan, posted a note on a student 
noticeboard to share a lift back to her hometown of 
Muskegon for spring break. She never made it: she was 
brutally murdered, her body found a few miles from 
campus the following day. 
 
The Red Parts is Maggie Nelson’s singular account of 
her aunt Jane’s death, and the trial that took place 
some 35 years afterward. 
 
Resurrecting her interior world during the trial – in all its 
horror, grief, obsession, recklessness, scepticism and 
downright confusion – Maggie Nelson has produced a 
work of profound integrity and, in its subtle 
indeterminacy, deadly moral precision. 

Imprint: Vintage 
Published: 01/06/2017 

ISBN: 9781784705794 
 
Macbeth 
Jo Nesbo  
 
He’s the best cop they’ve got.  
 
When a drug bust turns into a bloodbath it’s up to 
Inspector Macbeth and his team to clean up the mess. 
He’s also an ex-drug addict with a troubled past.  
He’s rewarded for his success. Power. Money. Respect. 
They’re all within reach.  
But a man like him won’t get to the top. 
 
Plagued by hallucinations and paranoia, Macbeth 
starts to unravel. He’s convinced he won’t get what is 
rightfully his. 
 
Unless he kills for it. 
 
‘The king of all crime writers’ Sunday Express 

Imprint: Vintage 
Published: 20/09/2018 

ISBN: 9780099598060 
 



 
Animal Farm 
George Orwell 

 
'All animals are equal but some animals are more equal 
than others' 
 
When the downtrodden animals of Manor Farm 
overthrow their master Mr Jones and take over the farm 
themselves, they imagine it is the beginning of a life of 
freedom and equality. But gradually a cunning, ruthless 
élite among them, masterminded by the pigs 
Napoleon and Snowball, starts to take control. Soon 
the other animals discover that they are not all as 
equal as they thought, and find themselves hopelessly 
ensnared as one form of tyranny is replaced with 
another. 

 
Imprint: Penguin Classics 

Published: 07/06/2018 
ISBN: 9780241341667 

 
In Order to Live 
Yeonmi Park 
 
'I am most grateful for two things: that I was born in North Korea, and that I 
escaped from North Korea.' 

Yeonmi Park was not dreaming of freedom when she 
escaped from North Korea. She didn't even know what 
it meant to be free. All she knew was that she was 
running for her life, that if she and her family stayed 
behind they would die - from starvation, or disease, or 
even execution. 

This book is the story of Park's struggle to survive in the 
darkest, most repressive country on earth; her 
harrowing escape through China's underworld of 
smugglers and human traffickers; and then her escape 
from China across the Gobi desert to Mongolia, with 
only the stars to guide her way, and from there to South 
Korea and at last to freedom; and finally her 
emergence as a leading human rights activist - all 
before her 21st birthday. 

 Imprint: Penguin 
Published: 07/07/2016 

ISBN: 9780241973035 



The Dress 
Jane L. Rosen 

'Beautifully written, warm, witty and wise … funny, 
wistful, emotionally intelligent and very clever. I was 
gripped' Daily Mail 

Legend has it that every season there is one dress. The 
dress that can make your career, ignite a spark with 
that special someone, or utterly transform your life. For 
Felicia, who has been in love with her boss for 20 
years; for Natalie who has sworn off men since her ex 
dumped her – for them and for others, life is about to 
change. 

And all because of their brush with the dress of the 
season, the perfect little black number that everyone 
wants to get their hands on… 

Imprint: Arrow 
Published: 17/11/2016 

ISBN: 9781784755300 
 

 

Slaughterhouse 5 
Kurt Vonnegut 

 

Prisoner of war, optometrist, time-traveller - these are 
the life roles of Billy Pilgrim, hero of this miraculously 
moving, bitter and funny story of innocence faced 
with apocalypse. Slaughterhouse 5 is one of the 
world's great anti-war books. Centring on the 
infamous fire-bombing of Dresden in the Second 
World War, Billy Pilgrim's odyssey through time 
reflects the journey of our own fractured lives as we 
search for meaning in what we are afraid to know. 

 
 

 
Imprint: Vintage Classics 

Published: 21/03/1991 
ISBN: 9780099800200 
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